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EU Rule of Law Promotion Mar 07 2021 Do EU institutions have an influence on the implementation of the rule of law in potential candidate
countries and, if so, of what kind? During the compliance monitoring process related to the effective rule of law and democracy the EU
Commission tests and criticizes the effectiveness of the judiciary and strengthens the rule of law in preparation for accession. In the Western
Balkans this was a process fraught with difficulties. Despite the fact that academic scholarship and democratic politics agree on rule of law as
a legitimizing principle for the exercise of state authority, there is no uniform European standard for institution-building or monitoring
activities by the EU in this area. With focus on the reform of the judiciary in five case study countries of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo,
Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia, this empirical research investigates the EU's transformative power with regard to the effectiveness of rule
of law and judicial sector reform in its infancy. It analyses the depth and limitations of EU rule of law promotion in the Western Balkans and
presents policy recommendations intended to address the shortcomings in judiciary reform. This book aims to fill the gap in the existing
academic scholarship of EU politics, law and Western Balkans literature.
Towards Economic Inclusion in the Western Balkans Apr 08 2021 The countries in the Western Balkans have been severely affected by the
wars and conflicts that led to the breakup of former Yugoslavia, by political instability and the effort of creating new states, weak economies
and high levels of unemployment, poverty and social exclusion, and inequality. As revealed by recent surveys, such as EBRD’s Life in
Transition Survey and Eurofound’s European Quality of Life Survey, life satisfaction in the region is far below that elsewhere in Europe. In
recent years they had achieved a strong impetus of economic growth with falling rates of unemployment and increasing optimism for the
future. However, the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 has brought about a sudden reversal of these trends and a renewed deterioration in the
economic outlook, and an increase in social hardships that heralds a repeat of past failures in economic inclusion policies. This book identifies
the key challenges in the areas of economic inclusion, focusing on the themes of labour markets, vocational education and skills, female
entrepreneurship and the integration of migrants. It considers the opportunities for solutions to “build back better” once the recovery from the
COVID-19 crisis begins, and offers proposals for more acceptable, equitable and effective economic inclusion policies.
Western Balkan Economies in Transition Feb 06 2021 This book explores the economic and social development of the Western Balkan
region, a group of six countries that are potential candidates for EU membership. It focuses on the key economic issues facing these countries,
including the challenge of promoting economic growth, limiting public deficits and debt, and fostering international trade relations. Given the
severe impact of the recent economic crisis on social welfare in the region, it also investigates the nature and extent of social exclusion, a
factor likely to produce future political instabilities if not effectively addressed by a return to sustainable economic growth. The contributions
explore these issues in light of the major influence of EU policy instruments and advice, which are currently guiding the economies along an
accession trajectory to future EU membership.
The European Union and the Paradox of Enlargement Jul 31 2020 This book sheds light on the contradictions underlying the European Union

enlargement process, specifically to the Western Balkans, challenging the common assumption that the integration of an extended European
space might be possible without mutual transformation of the institutions and agencies involved. Sekuli? maps the institutional dimension of
the accession process, and analyses how the conditionality principle shapes and constrains the space for negotiation within the EU. Combining
ethnographic research with the discourse analysis of the European Commission’s reports and documents from 2008 to 2019 concerning the
Western Balkan countries, the book also explores the perceptions and agency of the individuals involved in this process. The European Union
and the Paradox of Enlargement will be of interest to students and scholars of European integration, the sociology of Europe and the EU, and
Eastern European and Western Balkan studies.
Business Threats and Opportunities in the Western Balkans Nov 22 2019 This book provides a comprehensive outlook of expected long-term
economic changes in the Western Balkans, inspiration for involved decision-makers, and ways to leverage the opportunities of the COVID-19
pandemic. It considers how the organizational aspects of enterprises, changes in consumer behavior, the rise of informational technologies, and
the expansion of the digital market can create economic growth based on lower carbon consumption and sustainable growth based on green
and clean solutions. The length and depth of the current economic crisis will depend on a combination of effective policies, incentives and
management systems that can balance between the protection of public health and economic well-being.
An Elusive Target: The EU Perspective of the Western Balkans Jun 29 2020 Der Sonderband der SEER versammelt Beiträge aus den
vergangenen 17 Jahrgängen der Zeitschrift. Im Fokus stehen dabei die EU-Beitrittsperspektiven der westlichen Balkanstaaten. Fortwährende
Hindernisse und neue Bruchlinien werden gleichermaßen deutlich; der Band konstatiert den Abstieg der Region in die Sklerose. Es werden
gleichwohl Möglichkeiten einer optimistischen Perspektivierung der EU-Erweiterung ausgelotet.
Governing Territorial Development in the Western Balkans Oct 14 2021 This book offers a multifaceted overview of the evolution of spatial
development, governance and planning in the Western Balkans from an institutionalist perspective. Written by experts in the field, it features
various regional and national studies covering topics such as regional and spatial planning, territorial development and governance, and
regional and cross-border cooperation in the Western Balkans. Offering a wealth of national, regional and local insights on territorial
cooperation, development and planning, this book will appeal to scholars in regional and spatial sciences and related fields alike.
State-building in the Western Balkans Jul 23 2022 The Western Balkans have seen rapid changes since the end of the violent conflicts in the
1990s. The EU has been one of the main drivers for change, focusing on the political, economic and social transformation of the region to
prepare the countries for membership in the Union. EU enlargement has never before been this complex and inter-connected with processes of
state-building and democratization. It can be argued that the EU is actively involved in state-building. By focusing on a number of casestudies, it will be demonstrated how complex the transformation towards independent statehood and modern democratic governance has been
(and continues to be) for most Western Balkan states. While some chapters focus explicitly on the role of the EU in these transformative
procedures, others discuss the role of outside influences on state-building, democratization and independent governance more implicit. The
picture painted is one of multiple and inter-connected alterations that have long-term consequences for the political systems of the region. This
book was published as a special issue of Nationalities Papers.
Peace, Conflict and Developments in the Western Balkans. The Role of EU Integration Sep 01 2020 The Western Balkan countries are
characterized by an entanglement of different national, ethnic and religious groups. Within all Balkan states, nationalist rivalries have been and
are exploited by political leaders as a propaganda tool when faced with internal unrest or unpopularity. Yet, the proximity of ethnic
communities to their countries of ethnic origin tie all the Balkan states into a common problem: the spillover effect of regional insecurity.
Existing and future disputes require an exhaustive survey of national, ethnic, religious, territorial, economic and political problems, and this is
precisely what this volume sets out to do.
Europeanization of the Western Balkans Dec 04 2020 Following the violent conflicts in the 1990s, the internationally-driven peace building
missions in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Serbia have been replaced by strategies to push both countries towards European Union accession. The
two states provide an interesting contrast. The complex, fragmented institutions in Bosnia-Herzegovina resulted from an internationally
imposed constitution, as part of an ambitious project to build a state from scratch. Serbia inherited its administrative and technical capacities
from Yugoslavia, so the transformation is focused on adapting practices from the previous regime to comply with European standards.
Focusing on a particular policy domain – environmental governance – the book considers how new institutions are created and how they
develop alongside existing structures on a national and EU level. It analyses consultative processes around major infrastructure projects in
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Serbia funded by international financial institutions such as the World Bank in order to ascertain to what extent
international agencies and other governmental and non-governmental organisations have contributed to environmental governance in line with
European best practice.
The Europeanisation of the Western Balkans Sep 25 2022 This volume casts a fresh look on how the political spaces of the Western Balkan
states (Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo, Macedonia and Albania) are shaped, governed and transformed during
the EU accession process. The contributors argue that EU conditionality in the Western Balkans does not work ‘effectively’ in terms of social
change because rule transfer remains a ‘contested’ business, due to veto-players on the ground and strong legacies of the past. The volume
examines specific policy areas, salient in the enlargement process and to a different degree incorporated in the accession criteria, as well as EU
foreign policy in the spheres of post-conflict stabilisation, democratization and the rule of law promotion.
European Integration and Transformation in the Western Balkans Nov 15 2021 The book investigates the scope and limitations of the
transformative power of EU enlargement in the Western Balkans. The extension of EU enlargement policy to the region has generated high
expectations that enlargement will regulate democratic institution-building and foster reform, much as it did in Central and Eastern Europe.
However, there is very little research on whether and how unfavourable domestic conditions might mitigate the transformative power of the
EU. This volume investigates the role of domestic factors, identifying ‘stateness’ as the missing link between the assumed transformative
power of the EU and the actual capacity to adopt EU rules across the region. Including chapters on Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia, Albania,
Kosovo, and Bosnia-Herzegovina, leading scholars in the field offer up-to-date comparative analysis of key areas of institutional and policy
reform; including state bureaucracy, rule of law, electoral management, environmental governance, cooperation with the International Court of
Justice, economic liberalization and foreign policy. Looking to the future and the implications for policy change, European Integration and
Transformation in the Western Balkans provides a new theoretical and empirical focus on this little understood area. The book will be of
interest to scholars and students of EU politics, comparative democratisation, post-communist transitions and Balkan area studies.
Covid-19, State-Power and Society in Europe Dec 24 2019 This book explores the current state of society in Europe in general and the
regimes and societies of the Western Balkans in particular. The pandemic and near-universal lockdown have provided an ideal cut-off date for
the collection of indices from reputable academic sources that cover the nature of these regimes, individual human freedoms, economic
freedoms, the rule of law, human rights and media freedoms. The aggregated findings from the 20 individual indices provide comprehensive
data to support original findings and the characterisation of societies in 45 European states. Admittedly, there are differences in the

methodologies and samples among the indices consulted. Nonetheless, taken together they offer a solid basis for developing arguments
concerning the diversity of regimes, governance and societies in Europe and drawing well-founded conclusions on the nature of society in
various parts of Europe. Though the books main focus is on the Western Balkans, the region is put in a pan-European context. The issues of
migration, minorities, global geopolitics, the crisis of liberal democracy they all play into developments that are specific to the Western
Balkans. The book answers the question of whether the pandemic has allowed local regimes to strengthen their power and exert greater control
over society, making it possible to formulate arguments regarding the future of Europe and its integrative processes. In closing, the book
investigates Western Balkan regimes reactions to the pandemic in the context of governance, society and state power, before addressing the
question of whether the future of the Western Balkans lies in the "liberal club", or whether local hybrid regimes will become even more
influential in the near future.
The Western Balkans and the EU Dec 16 2021 Today, more than fifteen years after the end of the wars that accompanied Yugoslavia's
dissolution, the "Balkan question" remains more than ever a "European question". In the eyes of many Europeans in the 1990s, Bosnia was the
symbol of a collective failure, while Kosovo later became a catalyst for an emerging Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP). In the last
decade, however, the overall thrust of the EU's Balkans policy has moved from an agenda dominated by security issues related to the war and
its legacies to one focused on the perspective of the Western Balkan states' accession to the European Union. This Chaillot Paper, which
features contributions from authors from various parts of the region, examines the current state of play in the countries of the Western Balkans
with regard to EU accession. It brings together both views from the Balkans states themselves and overarching thematic perspectives. For the
first time the European Union has become involved in the formation of new nation-states that also aspire to become members of the Union.
The EU's transformative power has proved effective in integrating established states; now it is confronted with the challenge of integrating
new and sometimes contested states. Against this background, this paper makes the case for a concerted regional approach to EU enlargement,
and a renewed and sustained commitment to the European integration of the Western Balkans.
EU Conditionality in the Western Balkans Nov 03 2020 This volume examines how European institutions, the European Union in particular
through its policy of conditionality, have shaped the post-conflict reconstruction of the Western Balkans. From state-building to
democratization and environmental policies, this book explores whether and in what ways the EU has been successful in consolidating states
and democracy in the Balkans. In addition to requiring countries to be ready to join the European Union, the EU has also set new conditions in
an effort to become the prime international organization involved in stabilizing the Western Balkans after the wars of the 1990s. Its record has
been mixed: the conditions of the EU have often been haphazard and were frequently not followed through. In addition, enlargement towards
the Western Balkans has been slow and marred by open questions over the stability of some countries in the region. This volume assesses the
EU's struggle to transform the societies through conditionality and whether the offer of EU membership is enough to build stable democracies.
This book was published as a special issue of Europe-Asia Studies.
EU Enlargement and its Impact to the Western Balkans Jan 17 2022 The aim of this book is to highlight the relationship between the EU
and the Western Balkan countries in light of their EU membership perspective and the impact that the EU Enlargement of Central and Eastern
European countries at the beginning of the twenty first century has given to the Western Balkans. The book presents, in depth, the dual
relationship between the EU and the Western Balkans. On the one hand it displays the continuous EU role in the Western Balkans, in
particular in issues such as: the EU accession criteria; the EU approach and enlargement strategy; the visa liberalization process; the
Stabilization and Association Process; the Stabilization and Association Agreements; instruments of financial assistance; the EU role in
restoring and keeping peace and stability and in increasing the regional cooperation among the Western Balkans countries. On the other hand,
it presents and analyses the progress the Western Balkans have achieved and the challenges faced such as: initially with the implementation of
the bilateral Free Trade Agreements and then the regional Free Trade Agreement and the Stabilization and Association Agreements; nature
and effects of these agreements in developing markets, in increasing trade exchanges among the Western Balkans countries; the progress each
country has made toward lasting growth and in fulfilling the criteria of the EU integration process. The book reflects the regional approach of
EU towards those countries while differentiating the individual progress in each country. This gives the book an interdisciplinary character.
The latest enlargement experiences of the EU are used as a comparison for the current EU policy towards Western Balkans, while confirming
a clear integration perspective for the region.
Government at a Glance: Western Balkans Jun 22 2022 Government at a Glance: Western Balkans presents information on public governance
in the Western Balkan region – covering Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Serbia, and compares
it to OECD and OECD-EU countries.
EU Enlargement and Civil Society in the Western Balkans May 21 2022 This book examines civil society empowerment during the EU
enlargement process. Building on extensive fieldwork, it compares mobilisation around rule of law issues in Croatia, Montenegro, and Serbia.
Moving beyond the traditional focus on the top-down impact of EU support, it demonstrates NGOs’ agency and analyses their shifting
strategies throughout the membership negotiations. Its approach and findings will appeal to scholars and advanced students of EU integration,
social movements, and the politics of South East Europe.
The Rise of Authoritarianism in the Western Balkans Aug 12 2021 This book explores the stagnation of democracy in the Western Balkans
over the last decade. The author maps regional features of rising authoritarianism that mirror larger global trends and, in doing so, outlines the
core mechanisms of authoritarian rule in the Balkans, with a particular focus on Serbia, Montenegro and Macedonia. These mechanisms
include the creation of constant crises, the use of external powers to balance outside influences, as well as state capture. The authoritarian
patterns exist alongside formal democratic institutions, resulting in competitive authoritarian regimes that use social polarization to retain
power. As the countries of the Western Balkans aspire, at least formally, to join the European Union, authoritarianism is often informal.
Europeanization of the Western Balkans May 09 2021 The book analyses the changing roles of international agencies, governmental
bodies, non-governmental organisations, and local communities around major road-building environmental impact assessment processes in
order to examine whether the influence of the European Union has transformed environmental governance in Bosnia-Herzegovina and in
Serbia.
The Re-Institutionalization of Higher Education in the Western Balkans Sep 20 2019 Higher education in the Western Balkans is
currently undergoing substantial changes as a result of European reform ideas, new domestic policy initiatives as well as universities and
colleges in the region trying to adapt to new expectations and challenges. The book analyzes the changes in both policy and practices in
various countries in this region predominantly through a comparative approach. Through a number of empirical studies in which new data was
collected and systematized, the book shows how countries in the Western Balkans are struggling to maneuver between adapting to broader
European reform ideas while at the same time handling domestic challenges. Hence, the book is a valuable contribution to those interested in
studying how various higher education systems are developing in the different European regions.
Meaningful Reform in the Western Balkans Jan 25 2020 This book contains collection of articles which provide policy implications related to

the problem of achieving substantive reform on the basis of harmonising legislation in Western Balkan (WB) countries with the standards of
the European Union (EU). While WB states have generally been successful in adopting legal reforms that make up a part of EU conditionality,
many laws remain unenforced, amounting to "empty shells." In the space between law, as it is written, and practices as they are engaged in
everyday life, exists a gap, characterized by informality, clientelism, and exchange often based on strong tie relationships. Some instances of
informality undermine the goal of establishing rule law and contribute to corruption. Others offer valuable solutions to persistent social
problems or represent traditional vehicles of social cohesion that should be promoted. The recommendations in this book seek to address both
constructive and damaging instances of informality, and to identify policy measures that can help to harmonise not only legislation, but
existing informal practices on the ground.
Public Infrastructure in the Western Balkans Jun 17 2019 An assessment of public infrastructure development in the Western Balkans. The
paper quantifies the large gaps across various sectors/dimensions, evaluates current infrastructure plans, and discusses funding options
available to countries in the region. The paper also identifies important bottlenecks for increased infrastructure investment. Finally, the paper
quantifies potential growth benefits from addressing infrastructure gaps, concluding that boosting the quantity and quality of infrastructure is
vital for raising economic growth and accelerating income convergence with the EU. The paper concludes with country-specific policy
recommendations.
Security Community Practices in the Western Balkans Mar 27 2020 In the early 1990s, the Western Balkans were the scene of prolonged and
bloody inter-ethnic wars. Numerous issues remain unresolved; Bosnia is a dysfunctional state; Kosovo a disputed territory; Macedonia a
fragile republic, however, it is hard now to imagine the renewal of inter-state armed conflict. Investigating the causes and mechanisms driving
peaceful transformation in the Balkans, this book examines developments in the region and contributes to discussions on security community
building. Focusing on how different professional communities work together in the creation of regional peace and security, it sheds new light
on how diplomats, policemen, soldiers and others brought about the transformation from conflict to peace through their everyday practices.
Conducted collaboratively by a research community based within the region, this volume will be highly relevant to scholars and researchers
studying the Balkans, regional security, security communities and policymakers.
The Western Balkans in Transition Feb 24 2020 The main purpose of this publication is to give an overview of recent macroeconomic and
structural developments in the countries of the Western Balkan region. The first two chapters of the issue include contributions on topics that
represent a common challenge for all the economies, while the third one features a brief country-by-country economic assessment. This Paper
intends also to facilitate the work of scholars, researchers and analysts of the enlargement process, which are mainly interested in the economic
aspects.
Migration in the Western Balkans Jan 05 2021 Migration in the Western Balkans rectifies the under-investigation by migration scholars of
the Western Balkans region, by bringing together recent research at a time when migration is a hot topic for the future of Europe. The book
explores issues such as the complex geopolitics of the region, the relationship between migration and development, diasporas, and refugees
and humanitarianism. Expert contributors present new research on economic migration, forced migration, diaspora formation and return
migration at a time when migration is of crucial relevance for the future of Europe. The chapters shed new light on the multiple migration
dynamics of a region which has had a troubled past yet stands on the threshold of EU membership. As a theatre of multiple migration
processes Migration in the Western Balkans reveals new information on the region, and will be of great interest to scholars of migration, the
Balkans and geopolitics. The chapters were originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies.
The EU and the Western Balkans: So Near and Yet So Far: why the Region Needs Fast-track Socio-economic Convergence with the EU. Oct
22 2019 Abstract: The European Commission will unveil its new EU Enlargement Strategy on February 6th, 2018. Since relations with Turkey
have deteriorated markedly, only the Western Balkan states remain candidates for EU membership. The EU High Representative for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini, has stated the European Commission's intention to ensure that the Western Balkan countries
are on an "irreversible" track to membership in the Union before the end of its mandate in 2019. Unless the new Enlargement Strategy offers a
realistic plan to tackle the lack of economic growth and social progress in the region, it will be another futile institutional exercise because
democracy, the rule of law and other basic distinctions of "Europeanness" cannot make lasting inroads into the enduring poverty in the
Western Balkans. (author's abstract)
Hope and strength in the Western Balkans Mar 19 2022 The Western Balkans have been a crossing point between Central Europe and the East
for centuries. Devastated by tragic conflicts, nationalism and neglected investments, the Western Balkan countries are striving to find a new
equilibrium. Citizens and institutions in the Balkans have repeatedly affirmed their ambition to become part of the European Union and have
made significant efforts to turn this dream into reality. The European Investment Bank (EIB) has done a lot in this region over the past
20years. It has helped build pan-European transport corridors, supported direct foreign investment, helped redevelop urban areas, provided
technical assistance and additional finance to enhance and develop social and economic infrastructure, and stimulated private sector growth to
create jobs. Looking ahead, there is hope for a brighter and greener future for the Western Balkans. Matteo Rivellini is the Head of Division in
charge of lending operations in Slovenia, Croatia and the Western Balkans at the EIB. This is the thirteenth essay in the Big Ideas series
created by the European Investment Bank. The EIB has invited international thought leaders and experts to write about the most important
issues of the day. These essays are a reminder that we need new thinking to protect the environment, promote equality and improve people's
lives around the globe.
Boosting Job Growth in the Western Balkans Aug 20 2019 Labor markets in the Western Balkan countries (Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia) are characterized by some of the highest unemployment and low employment
rates in Europe. We analyze the poor labor market outcomes in these countries by comparison with the New Member States of the European
Union and advanced European economies. Our findings suggest that long-lasting labor market weaknesses in the Western Balkans have
structural roots: the institutional setup of the labor markets, labor cost factors, and especially the unfinished transition process. Finally, we
offer policy recommendations for boosting job creation.
The European Union’s Approach to Conflict Resolution May 29 2020 This book investigates and explains the European Union’s approach to
conflict resolution in three countries of the Western Balkans: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia and Kosovo. In doing so, it critically
interrogates claims that the EU acts as an agent of conflict transformation in its engagement with conflict-affected states. The book argues,
contrary to the assumptions of much of the existing literature, that rather than seeking the transformation of conflicts, the EU pursues a more
conservative strategy based on the regulation of conflict through the promotion of institutional mechanisms such as consociational power
sharing and decentralisation. Drawing on discourse analysis of documents, speeches, and interviews conducted by the author with European
Union officials and policy-makers in Brussels and the case-study countries, the book offers a theoretically grounded, methodologically
rigorous and empirically detailed analysis of EU policy preferences, of the ideas that underpin them, and of how those preferences are
legitimised. This book will be of key interest to scholars, students and practitioners interested in ethnic conflict and conflict resolution, the

politics of the Balkans, and the external and foreign policies of the EU.
The National Politics of EU Enlargement in the Western Balkans Jun 10 2021 The National Politics of EU Enlargement in the Western
Balkans examines the way in which a number of European Union member states, including Germany and France, formulate their policies
towards enlargement in the Western Balkans. The six countries of the Western Balkans – Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo,
Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia – are on course to become the next members of the European Union. While there has been a lot of
work on the ways in which these countries are preparing for accession, and how the EU as a whole approaches the question of expansion, very
little attention has been paid to how individual EU member states regard enlargement into a region that presents a number of serious
challenges, including the legacies of the conflicts of the 1990s, economic underdevelopment and poor governance. Focusing on key states,
such as Germany, France and Italy, the neighbouring countries of Central and South East Europe, and Britain, once a leading advocate of
enlargement that is now in the process of leaving the European Union, this volume casts important new empirical and conceptual light on the
diverse motivations that underpin member state attitudes towards EU enlargement. The National Politics of EU Enlargement in the Western
Balkans will be of great interest to scholars of the European Union, European politics, and the politics of the Western Balkans. The chapters
were originally published as a special issue of Southeast European and Black Sea Studies.
An Agenda for the Western Balkans: From Elite Politics to Social Sustainability Sep 13 2021 The Western Balkan countries have been both a
popular subject matter for diachronic analysis and a 1990s favorite. The significant changes that followed the most recent times of conflict in
the region mostly evolve around the process of Europeanization. Despite the plethora of analyses, most approaches to the Western Balkans
suffer from theoretical stagnancy, ex parte political practice, and detachment of politics from societal needs. This volume is the work of a team
of theorists and practitioners who attempt a multidisciplinary approach to Western Balkans reality. An Agenda for the Western Balkans offers
a critical view on issues that have been over-analyzed in mainstream terms and opens a discussion that will occupy researchers and
practitioners for years to come. It addresses novel topics and engages in innovative approaches that cut across disciplines of social sciences
(political science, international relations, sociology, historiography, geography, political economy) and levels of analysis (local, national,
regional, European, global). This collection is a pioneer theoretical and practical guide towards a sustainable future for the Western Balkans.
The Western Balkans in the World Oct 26 2022 This book provides a detailed understanding of how different types of engagements impact
upon the reform and EU integration of the Western Balkan region. It examines the influence of Russia, China, Turkey and the UAE in the
region and analyses the range of existing links. Contributors offer an academic and multifaceted perspective of the role of external and nonWestern actors in the region that goes beyond, on the one hand, the tendency of some Western decision makers to perceive all engagement by
third powers as a sinister threat and, on the other, the view of regional governments of all external involvement as a boon coming at a time of
Western neglect and reduced foreign investments. By looking at the importance of Russia, Turkey, China and the UAE in the Western
Balkans, the book sheds light on one key arena of global competition, offers new insights on the strengths and weaknesses of Euro–Atlantic
integration and advances our knowledge of foreign policy and its economic, social and security dimensions for small and medium-sized
countries. It will be of interest to academics, postgraduate and research students, and think-tankers with research interest in IR and Southeast
European Studies. European decision makers will also gain an insight into the extent of non-Western influence in the region.
Futures of the Western Balkans Oct 02 2020
Europeanisation and Memory Politics in the Western Balkans Jul 19 2019 This volume explores how the process of European integration has
influenced collective memory in the countries of the Western Balkans. In the region, there is still no shared understanding of the causes (and
consequences) of the Yugoslav wars. The conflicts of the 1990s but also of WWII and its aftermath have created “ethnically confined”
memory cultures. As such, divergent interpretations of history continue to trigger confrontations between neighboring countries and hinder the
creation of a joint EU perspective. In this volume, the authors examine how these “memory wars” impact the European dimension - by
becoming a tool to either support or oppose Europeanisation. The contributors focus on how and why memory is renegotiated, exhibited,
adjusted, or ignored in the Europeanisation process.
The EU and Member State Building Apr 27 2020 This book critically examines the process of statebuilding by the EU, focusing on its
attempts to build Member States in the Western Balkan region. This book analyses the European Union's policies towards, and the impact they
have, upon the states of the Western Balkans, and assesses how these affect the nature of EU foreign policy. To this end, it focuses on the tools
and mechanisms that the EU employs in its enlargement policy and examines the new instruments of direct intervention (in Bosnia and
Kosovo), political coercion (in the case of Croatia and Serbia in relation to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia), and
stricter conditionality in the Western Balkan countries. The book discusses the key aim of this special form of statebuilding, which is to
establish functional liberal-democratic states in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia in
order for them to join the EU and to cope with the responsibilities and pressures of membership in the future. However, the authors argue that
while the EU sees itself as an international actor that promotes and protects liberal-democratic values, norms and principles, its experiences in
the Western Balkans demonstrate how the EU ?s actions in the region have undermined the basic principles of democratic decision-making
(such as the European support for impositions in Bosnia) and international law (Kosovo), and have consequently contributed to new tensions
(see police reform in Bosnia, and the tensions between Kosovo and Serbia) and dependencies. This book will be of much interest to students of
statebuilding, EU politics, global governance and IR/Security Studies in general.
The National Politics of Eu Enlargement in the Western Balkans Apr 20 2022 The National Politics of EU Enlargement in the Western
Balkans examines the way in which a number of European Union member states, including Germany and France, formulate their policies
towards enlargement in the Western Balkans. The six countries of the Western Balkans - Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo,
Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia - are on course to become the next members of the European Union. While there has been a lot of
work on the ways in which these countries are preparing for accession, and how the EU as a whole approaches the question of expansion, very
little attention has been paid to how individual EU member states regard enlargement into a region that presents a number of serious
challenges, including the legacies of the conflicts of the 1990s, economic underdevelopment and poor governance. Focusing on key states,
such as Germany, France and Italy, the neighbouring countries of Central and South East Europe, and Britain, once a leading advocate of
enlargement that is now in the process of leaving the European Union, this volume casts important new empirical and conceptual light on the
diverse motivations that underpin member state attitudes towards EU enlargement. The National Politics of EU Enlargement in the Western
Balkans will be of great interest to scholars of the European Union, European politics, and the politics of the Western Balkans. The chapters
were originally published as a special issue of Southeast European and Black Sea Studies.
PISA Education in the Western Balkans Findings from PISA Aug 24 2022 The Western Balkans region has clear aspirations to improve its
economic competitiveness and integrate further into Europe. A highly skilled population is critical to achieving these goals, which makes
creating and maintaining high quality and equitable education systems a vital part of regional development efforts.
Embracing Democracy in the Western Balkans Jul 11 2021 The authors ask whether the Western Balkans are embracing democracy by

creating functional, resilient institutions—governmental, administrative, journalistic, and economic—and fostering popular trust in the
legitimacy of those institutions.
Europeanization and Statebuilding as Everyday Practices Feb 18 2022 This book provides a critical understanding of Europeanization and
statebuilding in the Western Balkans, using the notion of everyday practices. This volume argues that it is everyday and mundane events that
provide the entry points to showcase a broader set of practices of Europeanization in countries outside the EU. It does this by tracing notions
of Europeanization in the everyday statebuilding of Kosovo, Europe Day celebrations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, urban politics in Tirana, and
space and place making in Skopje. In doing so, the book shows that everyday events tell us that as much as it is about changing structures,
institutions, and economic models, Europeanization is also about changing behaviours and ideas in populations at large. At the same time, the
work shows that countries outside the EU use everyday events to perform their belonging to Europe. This book will be of much interest to
students of European Studies, Balkan politics, statebuilding, and International Relations generally.
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