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Understanding the U.S. Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan Jun 27 2022
Choice Outstanding Academic Title of 2016 Investigates the causes,
conduct, and consequences of the recent American wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan Understanding the United States’ wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan is essential to understanding the United States in the first
decade of the new millennium and beyond. These wars were pivotal to
American foreign policy and international relations. They were
expensive: in lives, in treasure, and in reputation. They raised critical
ethical and legal questions; they provoked debates over policy, strategy,
and war-planning; they helped to shape American domestic politics. And
they highlighted a profound division among the American people: While
more than two million Americans served in Iraq and Afghanistan, many
in multiple deployments, the vast majority of Americans and their
families remained untouched by and frequently barely aware of the wars
conducted in their name, far from American shores, in regions about
which they know little. Understanding the U.S. Wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan gives us the first book-length expert historical analysis of
these wars. It shows us how they began, what they teach us about the
limits of the American military and diplomacy, and who fought them. It
examines the lessons and legacies of wars whose outcomes may not be
clear for decades. In 1945 few Americans could imagine that the country
would be locked in a Cold War with the Soviet Union for decades; fewer
could imagine how history would paint the era. Understanding the U.S.
Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan begins to come to grips with the period
when America became enmeshed in a succession of “low intensity”
conflicts in the Middle East.
War in Afghanistan and Iraq Dec 30 2019 Discusses the events that led
the United States to war in Iraq and Afghanistan, examines military life
and the effects of the war, and looks at the children who work to support
their families and attend school whenever they can.
Planning to Fail Dec 22 2021 The United States national-security
establishment is vast, yet the United States has failed to meet its initial
objectives in almost every one of its major, post-World War II conflicts.
Of these troubled efforts, the US wars in Vietnam (1965-73), Iraq
(2003-11), and Afghanistan (2001-present) stand out for their endurance,
resource investment, human cost, and miscalculated decisions. Because
overarching policy goals are distant and open to interpretation,
policymakers ground their decisions in the immediate world of shortterm objectives, salient tasks, policy constraints, and fixed time
schedules. As a consequence, they exaggerate the benefits of their
preferred policies, ignore the accompanying costs and requirements, and
underappreciate the benefits of alternatives. In Planning to Fail, James
H. Lebovic argues that a profound myopia helps explain US decisionmaking failures. In each of the wars explored in this book, he identifies
four stages of intervention. First and foremost, policymakers chose
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unwisely to go to war. After the fighting began, they inadvisably sought
to extend or expand the mission. Next, they pursued the mission, in
abbreviated form, to suboptimal effect. Finally, they adapted the mission
to exit from the conflict. Lebovic argues that US leaders were effectively
planning to fail whatever their hopes and thoughts were at the time the
intervention began. Decision-makers struggled less than they should
have, even when conditions allowed for good choices. Then, when
conditions on the ground left them with only bad choices, they struggled
furiously and more than could ever matter. Policymakers allowed these
wars to sap available capabilities, push US forces to the breaking point,
and exhaust public support. They finally settled for terms of departure
that they (or their predecessors) would have rejected at the start of these
conflicts. Offering a far-ranging and detailed analysis, this book identifies
an unmistakable pattern of failure and highlights lessons we can learn
from it.
Building the Nation May 03 2020 Building the Nation draws from
foreign-policy reports and interviews with U.S. military officers to
investigate recent U.S.-led efforts to "nation-build" in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Heather Selma Gregg argues that efforts to nation-build in
both countries focused more on what should be called state-building, or
how to establish a government, rule of law, security forces, and a viable
economy. Considerably less attention was paid to what might truly be
called nation-building--the process of developing a sense of shared
identity, purpose, and destiny among a population within a state's
borders and popular support for the state and its government. According
to Gregg, efforts to stabilize states in the modern world require two key
factors largely overlooked in Iraq and Afghanistan: popular involvement
in the process of rebuilding the state that gives the population ownership
of the process and its results and efforts to foster and strengthen
national unity. Gregg offers a hypothetical look at how the United States
and its allies could have used a population-centric approach to build
viable states in Iraq and Afghanistan, focusing on initiatives that would
have given the population buy-in and agency. Moving forward, Gregg
proposes a six-step program for state and nation-building in the twentyfirst century, stressing that these efforts are as much about how statebuilding is done as they are about specific goals or programs.
9/11 and the Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq Feb 21 2022 • Provides
insightful quotes from contemporary figures and primary documents
ranging from Osama bin Laden's 1998 fatwa against the United States to
the 2006 Iraq Study Group Report • Contains 12 biographies ranging
from Osama bin Laden to George W. Bush that provide detailed
background on important figures from the era • Presents a chronology of
events from the 1970s to the present day, including occurrences leading
to the September 11, 2001, attacks and the Iraq War • Includes a select
bibliography of major works on the September 11, 2001, attacks; the war
in Iraq; homeland security; and the war on terror • Contains a detailed
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glossary of key terms such as "Shiite" and "weapons of mass destruction"
Acts of War Apr 25 2022 As Karen Malpede points out in her introduction
to Acts of War, drama "arose as a complement to, perhaps also as an
antidote to, war." Like the great ancient Greek playwrights Aeschylus,
Sophocles, and Euripides, the playwrights in this volume see the theater
as an art form uniquely capable of addressing the effects of warfare.
From the violence on the battlefield and in the cells of Guantanamo to
the toll exacted on veterans, victims, and civil society, these seven plays
explore the costs of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Writting with
poetic passion, humor, and erotic charge, American and British
playwrights bear witness to the realities of these wars for combatants
and civilizing-alike and ask what it means to be a citizen in a democracy
at war. With an introduction that sets the plays in the broader context or
the theater's toots and recent history and a galvanizing foreworth from
Pulitzer Prizeûwinning author Chris Hedges, Acts of War is a remarkable
testament to the social conscience and moral importance of
contemporary theater.
Winter Soldier: Iraq and Afghanistan Feb 09 2021 “The only way this
war is going to end is if the American people truly understand what we
have done in their name.”—Kelly Dougherty, executive director of Iraq
Veterans Against the War In spring 2008, inspired by the Vietnam-era
Winter Soldier hearings, Iraq Veterans Against the War gathered
veterans to expose war crimes in Afghanistan and Iraq. Here are the
powerful words, images, and documents of this historic gathering, which
show the reality of life in Afghanistan and Iraq. Iraq Veterans Against the
War argues that well-publicized incidents of American brutality like the
Abu Ghraib prison scandal and the massacre of an entire family of Iraqis
in the town of Haditha are not the isolated incidents perpetrated by “a
few bad apples,” as many politicians and military leaders have claimed.
They are part of a pattern, the group says, of “an increasingly bloody
occupation.” "Here is the war as it should be reported, seeing the pain,
refusing to sanitize an unprovoked attack that has killed over one million
people. All over America are victims who have returned from this conflict
with hideous wounds -- wounds that turn the lives of the entire family
upside down. And the American people are not seeing this. Until now.
"Winter Soldier, an enormously important project of Iraq Veterans
Against the War, cuts this debacle to the bone, exposing details hard to
come by and even harder to believe. This is must reading for patriots
who have already begun the effort to insure that this never happens
again." --Phil Donahue "Winter Soldier makes us feel the pain and
despair endured by those who serve in a military stretched to the
breaking point by stop-loss policies, multiple combat tours, and a war
where the goals and the enemies keep shifting ... [and] also make[s] us
admire the unbreakable idealism and hope of those men and women who
still believe that by speaking out they can make things better both for
themselves and for those who come after them."--San Francisco
Chronicle Formed in the aftermath of the US invasions of Iraq and
Afghanistan, Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW) was founded in 2004
to give those who have served in the military since September 11, 2001,
a way to come together and speak out against an unjust, illegal, and
unwinnable war. Today, IVAW has over seven hundred members in fortynine states, Washington, DC, Canada, and on military bases overseas.
Aaron Glantz is an independent journalist who has covered the Iraq War
from the front lines. He is the author of How America Lost Iraq (Tarcher)
and a forthcoming book on the Iraq War from the University of California
Press. Anthony Swofford is the author of Jarhead: A Marine’s Chronicle
of the Gulf War and Other Battles.
Harsh Lessons Jul 05 2020 The recent Afghanistan and Iraq wars were
very controversial. The conflicts’ casualties, intractability and the
apparent failure of the US and its allies to achieve their objectives mean
that many see the wars as failures. This resulted in a loss of confidence
in the West of the utility of force as an instrument of state power. Both
wars have been well described by journalists. There is no shortage of
memoirs. But there is little discussion of how the conduct of these wars
and capabilities of the forces involved changed and evolved, and of the
implications of these developments for future warfare. This book gives
readers a clear understanding of the military character dynamics of both
wars and how these changed between 2001 and 2014. This includes the
strategy, operations, tactics and technology of the forces of the US and
its allies, Afghan and Iraqi government forces as well as insurgents and
militias, showing how they evolved over time. Many of these
developments have wider relevance to future conflicts. The book
identifies those that are of potential wider application to US, NATO and
other western forces, to insurgents, as well as to forces of states that
might choose to confront the west militarily.
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Veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan Apr 01 2020 This collection of accounts
of American men and women who served in Iraq and Afghanistan reveals
their personal experiences as military combat personnel. Their stories
are told through interviews, information from questionnaires and official
military documents.
The Routledge Handbook of War and Society Jul 29 2022 This new
handbook provides an introduction to current sociological and behavioral
research on the effects of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan represent two of the most interesting and
potentially troubling events of recent decades. These two wars-so similar
in their beginnings-generated different responses from various publics
and the mass media; they have had profound effects on the members of
the armed services, on their families and relatives, and on the people of
Iraq and Afghanistan. Analyzing the effect of the two wars on military
personnel and civilians, this volume is divided into four main parts: Part
I: War on the Ground: Combat and Its Aftermath Part II: War on the
Ground: Non-Combat Operations, Noncombatants, and Operators Part
III: The War Back Home: The Social Construction of War, Its Heroes, And
Its Enemies Part IV: The War Back Home: Families and Youth on the
Home Front With contributions from leading academic sociologists,
anthropologists, psychologists, military researchers, and researchers
affiliated with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), this Handbook
will be of interest to students of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, military
sociology and psychology, war studies, anthropology, US politics, and of
youth. Steven Carlton-Ford is associate professor of Sociology at the
University of Cincinnati. He recently served for five years as the editor of
Sociological Focus. Morten G. Ender is professor of sociology and
Sociology Program Director at West Point, the United States Military
Academy. He is the author of American Soldiers in Iraq (Routledge
2009).
Future U.S. Security Relationships with Iraq and Afghanistan Jul 17 2021
The authors describe possible regional security structures and bilateral
U.S. relationships with Iraq and Afghanistan. They recommend that the
United States offer a wide range of security cooperation activities to
compatible future governments in Kabul and Baghdad but should also
plan to hedge against less-favorable contingencies. They emphasize that
the U.S. Air Force should expect to remain heavily tasked for the
foreseeable future.
Military Medicine in Iraq and Afghanistan Aug 18 2021 Many, if not
most, of the recent improvements in trauma care in civilian practice have
developed from military experience. The British Defence Medical
Services have been recognised as providers of exemplary health care.
Although there will is an emphasis on trauma, this book also captures
lessons from internal medicine and infectious disease, ethics (for
example dealing with detainees – a particularly controversial subject),
human factors, mental health issues and rehabilitation.Military Medicine
provides the evidence and context for these innovations, and its unique
and important account will be of interest to both military and civilian
practitioners alike.
Understanding the U.S. Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan Mar 25 2022
Choice Outstanding Academic Title of 2016 Investigates the causes,
conduct, and consequences of the recent American wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan Understanding the United States’ wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan is essential to understanding the United States in the first
decade of the new millennium and beyond. These wars were pivotal to
American foreign policy and international relations. They were
expensive: in lives, in treasure, and in reputation. They raised critical
ethical and legal questions; they provoked debates over policy, strategy,
and war-planning; they helped to shape American domestic politics. And
they highlighted a profound division among the American people: While
more than two million Americans served in Iraq and Afghanistan, many
in multiple deployments, the vast majority of Americans and their
families remained untouched by and frequently barely aware of the wars
conducted in their name, far from American shores, in regions about
which they know little. Understanding the U.S. Wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan gives us the first book-length expert historical analysis of
these wars. It shows us how they began, what they teach us about the
limits of the American military and diplomacy, and who fought them. It
examines the lessons and legacies of wars whose outcomes may not be
clear for decades. In 1945 few Americans could imagine that the country
would be locked in a Cold War with the Soviet Union for decades; fewer
could imagine how history would paint the era. Understanding the U.S.
Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan begins to come to grips with the period
when America became enmeshed in a succession of “low intensity”
conflicts in the Middle East.
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The Invisible Wounds of War Mar 13 2021 The lingering impact of the
longest wars in our nation's history is examined in this thoughtful work
based on numerous interviews with veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan and
their families.
The Wake of War Oct 20 2021 In the spring of 2003, acclaimed
journalist Anne Nivat set off from Tajikistan on a six-month journey
through the aftermath of the American invasion and occupation of
Afghanistan and Iraq. Nivat felt compelled to meet and write about the
lives of everyday people, whom she allows to speak in their own voices,
in their own words--words of hope, sadness, anger, and, above all, the
uncertainty that fills their everyday lives. Her new Preface for the
paperback edition looks at the situation in Iraq today.
Leaving Without Losing Dec 10 2020 Assesses what went wrong in the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and outlines how the U.S. can restructure
its foreign policy by following lessons learned in the Cold War.
Why Counterinsurgency Fails Sep 06 2020 This book examines why the
U.S. counterinsurgency campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan have failed
and presents a solution for future counterinsurgency campaigns that was
developed and tested in Afghanistan in the hope that it will spark a
conversation that will shape the next counterinsurgency war to U.S.
advantage. The author argues that both development assistance and
counterinsurgency campaigns - which often go hand in hand - overwhelm
weak states with too much money, too many projects, and too many
consultants, leading to weaker rather than stronger governments. The
solution proposed, was initially developed by David Petraeus but never
effectively implemented. Using an insider's perspective, this volume
explains the details of this solution and the problem with its misimplementation in Afghanistan.
Security in the 21st Century Jan 23 2022 This exceptional volume
examines international security issues by way of case studies of the
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. Each of these raises significant issues
concerning the use of force between states and the role of the United
Nations in maintaining international peace and security. Alex Conte
examines international terrorism and the intervention in Afghanistan,
including the controversial policy of pre-emptive strikes in the war on
terror, and discusses the role adopted by the United Nations in the
political and economic reconstruction of states subjected to conflict.
Analyzing events in Iraq since 1990, he assesses the legality of the
current war and leads to an examination of the role of the UN in
maintaining peace and security and possible options for reform and
accountability. The study will be a valuable guide for all those keen to
understand the use of international law and the United Nations in the
first two major conflicts of the 21st century and their implications for the
future role of the United Nations.
Predator Jan 11 2021 The Nintendo generation has taken to the
battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan where remotely controlled aircraft
are killing America¹s enemies and saving American lives. Matt J. Martin
is considered a "top gun" in the world of unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs). For nearly four years, he has flown hundreds of missions on two
warfronts in a new kind of combat that, until recently, was largely
classified Top Secret. He and his fellow Predator pilots have been
actively involved in virtually every facet of the War on Terror in Iraq and
Afghanistan: tracking Osama bin Laden; capturing top al-Qaeda leader
al-Zarqawi; fighting with the U.S. Marines in Fallujah; and rescuing aid
workers kidnapped in Afghanistan by the Taliban. This is Matt J. Martin's
story and that of his aircraft, the 27-foot long Predator.
Harsh Lessons May 27 2022 The recent Afghanistan and Iraq wars were
very controversial. The conflicts’ casualties, intractability and the
apparent failure of the US and its allies to achieve their objectives mean
that many see the wars as failures. This resulted in a loss of confidence
in the West of the utility of force as an instrument of state power. Both
wars have been well described by journalists. There is no shortage of
memoirs. But there is little discussion of how the conduct of these wars
and capabilities of the forces involved changed and evolved, and of the
implications of these developments for future warfare. This book gives
readers a clear understanding of the military character dynamics of both
wars and how these changed between 2001 and 2014. This includes the
strategy, operations, tactics and technology of the forces of the US and
its allies, Afghan and Iraqi government forces as well as insurgents and
militias, showing how they evolved over time. Many of these
developments have wider relevance to future conflicts. The book
identifies those that are of potential wider application to US, NATO and
other western forces, to insurgents, as well as to forces of states that
might choose to confront the west militarily.
Why We Lost Sep 30 2022 A three-star general offers an insider account
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of the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, explaining how garbled
intelligence, poor decision making, and no clear understanding of the
enemy resulted in the failure of both missions.
Lessons Encountered Nov 28 2019 This volume represents an early
attempt at assessing the Long War, now in its 14th year. Forged in the
fires of the 9/11 attacks, the war includes campaigns against al Qaeda,
major conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, and operations in the Horn of
Africa, the Republic of the Philippines, and globally, in the air and on the
sea. The authors herein treat only the campaigns in Afghanistan and
Iraq, the largest U.S. efforts. It is intended for future senior officers,
their advisors, and other national security decision makers. By
derivation, it is also a book for students in joint professional military
education courses, which will qualify them to work in the field of
strategy. While the book tends to focus on strategic decisions and
developments of land wars among the people, it acknowledges that the
status of the United States as a great power and the strength of its
ground forces depend in large measure on the dominance of the U.S.
Navy and U.S. Air Force in their respective domains.
War and Health Aug 25 2019 Provides a detailed look at how war
affects human life and health far beyond the battlefield Since 2010, a
team of activists, social scientists, and physicians have monitored the
lives lost as a result of the US wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan
through an initiative called the Costs of War Project. Unlike most studies
of war casualties, this research looks beyond lives lost in violence to
consider those who have died as a result of illness, injuries, and
malnutrition that would not have occurred had the war not taken place.
Incredibly, the Cost of War Project has found that, of the more than
1,000,000 lives lost in the recent US wars, a minimum of 800,000 died
not from violence, but from indirect causes. War and Health offers a
critical examination of these indirect casualties, examining health
outcomes on the battlefield and elsewhere—in hospitals, homes, and
refugee camps—both during combat and in the years following, as
communities struggle to live normal lives despite decimated social
services, lack of access to medical care, ongoing illness and disability,
malnutrition, loss of infrastructure, and increased substance abuse. The
volume considers the effect of the war on both civilians and on US
service members, in war zones—where healthcare systems have been
destroyed by long-term conflict—and in the United States, where
healthcare is highly developed. Ultimately, it draws much-needed
attention to the far-reaching health consequences of the recent US wars,
and argues that we cannot go to war—and remain at war—without
understanding the catastrophic effect war has on the entire ecosystem of
human health.
War and Health Sep 26 2019 Provides a detailed look at how war affects
human life and health far beyond the battlefield Since 2010, a team of
activists, social scientists, and physicians have monitored the lives lost as
a result of the US wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan through an
initiative called the Costs of War Project. Unlike most studies of war
casualties, this research looks beyond lives lost in violence to consider
those who have died as a result of illness, injuries, and malnutrition that
would not have occurred had the war not taken place. Incredibly, the
Cost of War Project has found that, of the more than 1,000,000 lives lost
in the recent US wars, a minimum of 800,000 died not from violence, but
from indirect causes. War and Health offers a critical examination of
these indirect casualties, examining health outcomes on the battlefield
and elsewhere—in hospitals, homes, and refugee camps—both during
combat and in the years following, as communities struggle to live
normal lives despite decimated social services, lack of access to medical
care, ongoing illness and disability, malnutrition, loss of infrastructure,
and increased substance abuse. The volume considers the effect of the
war on both civilians and on US service members, in war zones—where
healthcare systems have been destroyed by long-term conflict—and in
the United States, where healthcare is highly developed. Ultimately, it
draws much-needed attention to the far-reaching health consequences of
the recent US wars, and argues that we cannot go to war—and remain at
war—without understanding the catastrophic effect war has on the entire
ecosystem of human health.
From Kabul to Baghdad and Back Apr 13 2021 These experts in the field
challenge commonly held views about the success of the global war on
terrorism and its campaign in Afghanistan. Their book questions some
fundamentals of the population-centric COIN doctrine currently in vogue
and harshly criticizes key decisions about the prosecution of the Afghan
war. It is the only book to compare the campaigns in Iraq and
Afghanistan from a national strategic perspective. It questions several
key operational factors in Afghanistan, including the decision to give
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NATO the lead, the performance of both civilian and military leaders, and
the prosecution of an Iraq War-style surge. It also contrasts the
counterinsurgency campaign styles and the leadership of senior
American officials in both Iraq and Afghanistan. A final chapter outlines
key lessons of the two campaigns.
How George W. Bush Fought the Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan Oct 27
2019 After Osama bin Laden, leader of the Islamic militant group alQaeda, took responsibility for the 9/11 attacks, President George W.
Bush launched a battle against violent extremist organizations that
threatened the security of America. His fight against terrorism sent
millions of US troops into battle in Afghanistan and Iraq. This book looks
at how President Bush led the War on Terror, the challenges and success
of these efforts, and how his actions have shaped the world we live in
today. Sidebars and quotes highlight key events, while full-color photos
and straightforward, yet compelling text bring this very recent war to life
for readers.
Returning Home from Iraq and Afghanistan Nov 01 2022 Nearly 1.9
million U.S. troops have been deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq since
October 2001. Many service members and veterans face serious
challenges in readjusting to normal life after returning home. This initial
book presents findings on the most critical challenges, and lays out the
blueprint for the second phase of the study to determine how best to
meet the needs of returning troops and their families.
High Command Jun 03 2020 Explores the circumstances that led to
Britain's support of the United States in wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
and how the Ministry of Defence coped with challenges including rivalry
and diffuse responsibility among the Service Chiefs, lack of clear
strategy, and weak domestic political support.
The Mirror Test Aug 30 2022 A New York Times Editors' Choice A
Military Times Best Book of the Year A powerfully written firsthand
account of the human costs of conflict. J. Kael Weston spent seven years
on the ground in Iraq and Afghanistan working for the U.S. State
Department in some of the most dangerous frontline locations. Upon his
return home, while traveling the country to pay respect to the dead and
wounded, he asked himself: When will these wars end? How will they be
remembered and memorialized? What lessons can we learn from them?
These are questions with no quick answers, but perhaps ones that might
lead to a shared reckoning worthy of the sacrifices of those—troops and
civilians alike—whose lives have been changed by more than a decade
and a half of war. Weston takes us from Twentynine Palms in California
to Fallujah in Iraq, Khost and Helmand in Afghanistan, Maryland,
Colorado, Wyoming, and New York City, as well as to out-of-the-way
places in Iowa and Texas. We meet generals, corporals and captains,
senators and ambassadors, NATO allies, Iraqi truck drivers, city councils,
imams and mullahs, Afghan schoolteachers, madrassa and college
students, former Taliban fighters and ex-Guantánamo prison detainees, a
torture victim, SEAL and Delta Force teams, and many Marines. The
overall frame for the book, from which the title is taken, centers on
soldiers who have received a grievous wound to the face. There is a
moment during their recovery when they must look upon their
reconstructed appearance for the first time. This is known as “the mirror
test.” From an intricate tapestry of voices and stories—Iraqi, Afghan, and
American—Weston delivers a larger mirror test for our nation in its
global role. An unflinching and deep examination of the interplay
between warfare and diplomacy, this is an essential book—a crucial look
at America now, how it is viewed in the world and how the nation views
itself.
Nurses in War Nov 20 2021 Print+CourseSmart
Operation Homecoming May 15 2021 “Here is what you will not find in
the news–the personal cost of war written as clear and beautiful as
literature worthy of the name is. These stories are the real thing,
passionate, imaginative, searing.” –Richard Bausch, author of Wives &
Lovers The first book of its kind, Operation Homecoming is the result of
a major initiative launched by the National Endowment for the Arts to
bring distinguished writers to military bases and inspire U.S. Marines,
soldiers, sailors, and airmen and their families to record their wartime
experiences. Encouraged by such authors as Tom Clancy, Mark Bowden,
Bobbie Ann Mason, Tobias Wolff, Jeff Shaara, and Marilyn Nelson,
American military personnel and their loved ones wrote candidly about
what they saw, heard, and felt while in Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as
on the home front. Taken together, these almost one hundred neverbefore-published eyewitness accounts, private journals, short stories,
letters, and other personal writings become a dramatic narrative that
shows the human side of warfare. • the fear and exhilaration of heading
into battle; • the interactions between U.S. forces and Afghans and
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Iraqis, both as enemies and friends; • the boredom, gripes, and
humorous incidents of day-to-day life on the front lines; • the anxiety and
heartache of worried spouses, parents, and other loved ones on the home
front; • the sheer brutality of warfare and the physical and emotional toll
it takes on those who fight; • the tearful homecomings for those who
returned to the States alive– and the somber ceremonies for those who
made the ultimate sacrifice for their nation. From riveting combat
accounts to profound reflections on warfare and the pride these troops
feel for one another, Operation Homecoming offers an unflinching and
intensely revealing look into the lives of extraordinary men and women.
What they have written is without question some of the greatest wartime
literature ever published. “Andrew Carroll has given America a priceless
treasure.” –Tom Brokaw, on War Letters Proceeds from this book will be
used to provide arts and cultural programming to U.S. military
communities. For more information, please go to
www.OperationHomecoming.gov.
Quagmire Aug 06 2020 Quagmire shares a range of voices—men and
women, military and civilian—and a range of perspectives from the
homeland, the combat zone, and war’s aftermath covering fifteen years
of conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Losing Small Wars Jun 23 2019 This new edition of Frank Ledwidge’s
eye-opening analysis of British involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan
unpicks the causes and enormous costs of military failure. Updated
throughout, and with fresh chapters assessing and enumerating the
overall military performance since 2011—including Libya, ISIS, and the
Chilcot findings—Ledwidge shows how lessons continue to go unlearned.
“A brave and important book; essential reading for anyone wanting
insights into the dysfunction within the British military today, and the
consequences this has on the lives of innocent civilians caught up in
war.”—Times Literary Supplement
After the Blast Mar 01 2020 A very Australian story of heroism and
healing. In 2004 Garth Callender, a junior cavalry officer, was deployed
to Iraq. He quickly found his feet leading convoys of armoured vehicles
through the streets of Baghdad and into the desert beyond. But one
morning his crew was targeted in a roadside bomb attack. Garth became
Australia’s first serious casualty in the war. After recovering from his
injuries, Garth returned to Iraq in 2006 as second-in-command of the
Australian Army’s security detachment in Baghdad. He found a city in
the grip of a rising insurgency. His unit had to contend with missile
attacks, suicide bombers and the death by misadventure of one of their
own, Private Jake Kovco. Determined to prevent the kinds of bomb
attacks that left him scarred, Garth volunteered once more in 2009 – to
lead a weapons intelligence team in Afghanistan. He was helicoptered to
blast zones in the aftermath of attacks, and worked to identify the
insurgent bomb-makers responsible. Revealing, moving, funny and full of
drama, Garth Callender’s story is one of a kind.
Doonesbury.com's The Sandbox Nov 08 2020 Launched as a military blog
(or "milblog") by Doonesbury creator Garry Trudeau in October 2006,
The Sandbox is an online forum through which service members in
Afghanistan and Iraq share their stories with readers here at home. In
hundreds of fascinating and compelling posts, soldiers write
passionately, eloquently, and movingly of their day-to-day lives, of their
mission, and of the drama that unfolds daily around them. A dog adopts a
unit on patrol in Baghdad and guards its flank; a soldier chronicles an
epic day of close-call encounters with IEDs; an Afghan translator talks
earnestly with his American friend about love and theology; a dad far
from home meditates on time and history in the desert night under
ancient stars; a Chuck Norris action figure witnesses surreal moments of
humor in the cramped cab of a Humvee --Doonesbury.com's The
Sandbox: Dispatches from Troops in Iraq and Afghanistan presents a rich
outpouring of stories, from the hilarious to the thrilling to the
heartbreaking, and helps us understand what so many of our countrymen
are going through and the sacrifices they are making on our behalf. * I
really feel like most people look at this war as little more than a
television event. How many have ever taken the time to stop and think
about what we go through every day over here? The bullets, rockets, and
IEDs are not the hard part. The hard part is knowing that life goes on
back at home. --FC1 (SW) Anthony McCloskey * The man looks at me, his
jaw working in anger. For a brief second, I get the impression that he is
going to attack, and then suddenly, as if the energy has gone out of him,
his shoulders slump slightly and he looks down at his brother's body. -1LT Adam Tiffen * Out here in the desert, Time is King; the minutes are
his minions and the months his sabers by which you are knighted. The
King controls all that you do, when you come and go, and how long until
you see your children. --Capt. Lee Kelley
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Overcoming the Bush Legacy in Iraq and Afghanistan Oct 08 2020 "The
military venture on which George W. Bush embarked within months of
his 2001 inauguration has eclipsed all other efforts during his
presidency. What started as a military response to al Qaeda's attacks in
New York and Washington on September 11, 2001, with the goal of
neutralizing al Qaeda and its Taliban hosts in Afghanistan, quickly fused
with the neoconservative agenda to reshape and dominate the Middle
East. Al Qaeda's terrorism was answered with American military power,
which has destroyed or blighted the lives of millions in Afghanistan, Iraq,
and Pakistan." "Having kept a keen rye on the region for more than three
decades, former BBC correspondent Deepak Tripathi systematically
identifies in Overcoming the Bush Legacy in Iraq and Afghanistan the
administration's naive calculations, strategic and operational blunders,
disregard for history and for other cultures, and even downright
prejudices that have brought so much harm to so many. Bush's "war on
terror" has provoked resentment and violent opposition, opened up
sectarian divisions, and created Hobbesian conditions of all-against-all
war. The long-term price tag for America has been estimated at a
colossal $3 trillion, but as Tripathi seeks to demonstrate, the total cost,
in human and economic terms, will be incalculable." "Overall, Tripathi
asserts that American exceptionalism and unilateralism are relics of a
bygone political era. The limitations of twenty-firstcentury military
technology have been laid bare, and the legacy of the administration's
foreign policy will take years to overcome. The Obama administration
must now undertake slow and painstaking diplomacy to repair ties with
adversaries, to listen more to allies, and to seek new ones. Overcoming
the Bush Legacy in Iraq and Afghanistan is not only a cogent and honest
appraisal of the Bush administration, but also a stark reminder of the
consequences we all face."--BOOK JACKET.
Fields of Combat Sep 18 2021 Understanding PTSD among today's
veterans and how it is handled by the military and VA system.
Women at War Jul 25 2019 Based on personal interviews this book
profiles women in the military and the vital role they play as the pilots
and crew of assault helicopters, bombers and fighters and their
engagement in firefights with enemy insurgents and other military
duties. Original.
U.S. Conflicts in the 21st Century: Afghanistan War, Iraq War, and the
War on Terror [3 volumes] Jan 29 2020 This three-volume reference work
provides an up-to-date presentation and analysis of the U.S. wars of the
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21st century, addressing their backgrounds, causes, courses, and
consequences. It serves as an indispensable resource for students
seeking to understand the role of the United States in the world today. •
Provides up-to-date information on America's ongoing military conflicts
and clear explanations of how these wars came about and the shifts in
policy thereafter • Supplies comprehensive coverage detailing social,
political, cultural, religious, ethnic, and military aspects of the 21stcentury wars • Includes dozens of primary documents that are essential
to understanding the events that have occurred, provide context to the
text, and allow readers to examine the original sources of information
directly • Identifies the key individuals and factors in strategic planning
• Presents full information on the terror attacks visited on the United
States and its key allies as well as the U.S. response to them
The Practice of Strategy Jun 15 2021 The Practice of Strategy focuses
on grand strategy and military strategy as practiced over an extended
period of time and under very different circumstances, from the
campaigns of Alexander the Great to insurgencies and counterinsurgencies in present-day Afghanistan and Iraq. It presents strategy as
it pertained not only to wars, campaigns, and battles, but also to times of
peace that were over-shadowed by the threat of war. The book is
intended to deepen understanding of the phenomena and logic of
strategy by reconstructing the considerations and factors that shaped
imperial and nation-state policies. Through historical case studies, the
book sheds light on a fundamental question: is there a unity to all
strategic experience? Adopting the working definition of strategy as 'the
art of winning by purposely matching ends, ways and means,' these
chapters deal with the intrinsic nature of war and strategy and the
characteristics of a particular strategy in a given conflict. They show that
a specific convergence of political objectives, operational schemes of
manoeuvre, tactical moves and countermoves, technological innovations
and limitations, geographic settings, transient emotions and more made
each conflict studied unique. Yet, despite the extraordinary variety of the
people, circumstances, and motives discussed in this book, there is a
strong case for continuity in the application of strategy from the olden
days to the present. Together, these chapters reveal that grand strategy
and military strategy have elements of continuity and change, art and
science. They further suggest that the element of continuity lies in the
essential nature of strategy and war, while the element of change lies in
the character of individual strategies and wars.
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